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APPENDIX  OF  CASES. 


CASE  I. 

From  A.  Robertson ,  Esq.  Surgeon ,  R.N.,  Canada  Hospital 
Ship,  Chatham,  March  10 th,  1B27. 

I  employ  the  Chloride  of  Lime,  as  prepared  by  Mr. 
Frederic  Fincham ,  of  Manchester,  in  every  case  of  disease 
in  which  the  effluvia  are  offensive  :  to  correct  the  immediate 
atmosphere  of  all  infectious  complaints;  to  purify  the  pri¬ 
vies,  close-stools,  bed-pans,  and  bed-linen,  of  sick  patients; 
and  to  destroy  the  smell  of  bilge-water. 

It  is  the  most  powerful  and  safe  disinfecting  agent  with 
which  l  am  acquainted;  and  ought  to  be  constantly  kept 
on  board  all  vessels,  whether  ot  the  royal  navy  or  mer¬ 
chants’  service. 

CASE  II. 

Chatham,  September  9 th,  1827. 

My  experience  of  the  Chloride  of  Lime,  as  a  disinfector, 
continues  to  justify  the  first  sanguine  expectations  which  1 
had  formed  of  it :  it  has  not  failed  me  in  any  instance. 

We  have  had,  amongst  the  horses  here,  a  fatal  disease 
something  like  brain-fever,  but  not  confined  in  its  attacks 
to  that  organ  alone.  In  a  very  large  establishment,  (up¬ 
wards  100  horses,)  I  had  the  stables  well  washed  with  the 
Chloride  ;  and  whether  it  was  from  this,  the  season  alter¬ 
ing,  or  some  other  cause,  certain  it  is,  the  disease  dis¬ 
appeared. 

From  Newgate  and  other  jails,  we  constantly  receive 
broken-down  knaves,  covered  with  foul  ulcers,  generally 
in  a  very  bad  state.  We  now  cover  them  with  oatmeal 
made  into  a  poultice  with  the  Chloride  of  Lime  instead  of 
water,  and  with  much  advantage.  It  never  excites  pain  in 
either  this  or  any  other  form. 
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CASE  III. 

H.  M.  S.  Clio ,  being  over-run  with  mice,  and  contami¬ 
nated  with  their  smell,  to  such  a  degree  as  to  render  it 
painful  to  be  on  board  ;  I  had  the  decks,  cupboards,  and 
cabins,  sprinkled  with  the  solution.  The  smell  was  greatly 
lessened,  but  as  it  did  not  reach  the  animals  themselves,  it 
was  not  quite  destroyed.  I  therefore  directed  the  removal 
of  her  sheathing,  took  advantage  of  her  crew  being  hulked 
in  another  vessel,  and  fumigated  her  with  the  Chloride  and 
diluted  sulphuric-acid,  with  the  happiest  result. 

CASE  IV. 

Chatham ,  November  lsf,  1827. 

Scarlet-fever  has  been  raging  in  this  place  with  consider¬ 
able  violence.  I  attend  a  school  of  forty  boarders,  to  one 
of  whom  I  was  called,  and  found  him  under  an  acute  attack 
of  the  disease.  I  isolated  his  bed  with  the  Chloride  of  Lime, 
and  kept  the  passage  leading  to  it  under  its  influence.  No 
other  pupil  caught  the  disease. — I  do  not  mean  to  say,  that 
it  was  prevented  spreading  by  this  agent ;  however,  it  did 
not  spread,  and  the  Chloride  was  used. 

CASE  V. 

Chatham ,  August  27,  1829. 

Since  I  saw  you  I  have  used  the  Chlorides  very  largely, 
internally  and  externally,  in  the  various  forms  of  Scrophula, 
I  think  I  have  a  larger  share  of  patients  under  this  disease, 
in  one  year,  than  almost  any  other  practitioner,  and  I  can  say 
with  truth,  that  having  tried  almost  all  the  remedies  hitherto 
recommended,  none  of  them  equal  the  Chlorides.  I  might 
multiply  cases  ad  nauseaum,  but  they  would  all  lead  to  the 
same  point ;  I  will  just  mention  one,  the  last  one  in  my 
private  practice,  I  was  called  in  by  a  brother  practitioner, 
to  give  my  sanction  to  the  amputation  of  a  young  lady's 
great  toe,  from  a  scrophulous  affection  of  the  joint.  I  put 
her  on  the  Chloride  of  Soda  internally,  and  Chloride  of 
Lime  externally  ;  she  is  now  well,  and  with  her  toe  on,  no 
small  advantage  to  a  young  and  single  lady. 

Surgeon,  R.N. 

CASE  Vi. 

The  following  Extract  from  a  Brussels  Paper ,  is  a  correct 
account  of  the  application  of  the  Chloride  of  Lime,  in 
March ,  1827.  on  board  the  Argonaut  Hospital  Ship , 
lying  at  Chatham,  under  the  direction  of  Dr,  Burnett, 
Medical  Commissioner . 

We  have  recently  learned  some  particulars  of  the  experi¬ 
ments  made  with  the  Chloride,  on  board  of  the  Argonaut 
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hospital  ship  ;  of  which,  as  they  may  lead  to  most  beneficial 
results,  we  hasten  to  give  a  few  extracts  :  a  pipkin,  con¬ 
taining  a  few  ounces  of  the  solution  of  the  Chloride,  (the 
cost  of  which  does  not  exceed  two-pence,)  applied  in  any 
place  where  a  putrescent  smell  has  become  insufferable,  will 
have  the  effect  of  completely  purifying  the  air.  A  solution 
of  the  same  nature  has  been  used  on  board  the  Argonaut , 
as  a  tropical  application  for  arresting  the  decomposition  of 
animal  matter  in  foul  ulcers,  &c.,  with  the  most  decided 
advantage;  thirty  Dutch  patients  were  on  the  orlop  deck 
of  the  Argonaut ,  at  Sheerness,  afflicted  with  dysentery  of  a 
very  aggravated  nature;  and  one-half  of  that  number  with 
frost-bitten  and  gangrenous  feet ;  yet,  after  sprinkling  the 
deck  twice  or  thrice  a-day,  with  a  solution  of  the  Chloride, 
the  most  fastidious  might  have  visited  the  deck  without  dis¬ 
covering  any  unpleasant  effluvia.  The  solution  may  be 
employed  with  the  greatest  effect  in  private  houses,  either 
in  sick  chambers  or  generally,  wherever  an  offensive 
smell  prevails. 

CASE  VII. 

From  72.  Thorpe ,  Esq.  Surgeon  to  the  Manchester  Infirmary , 
dated ,  September  13 th,  1827. 

I  have  used  the  Chlorde  of  Soda  in  two  cases  of  exten¬ 
sive  sloughing  chancre,  diluted  one  in  twenty;  and  I  must 
say,  with  very  beneficial  effects  ;  leaving  a  clean  ulcer  on 
the  second  day.  I  have  applied  the  Chloride  in  other 
cases  of  ulceration,  generally  with  great  advantage. 

CASE  VIII. 

From  George  Fincham ,  Esq.  Surgeon ,  dated ,  London , 

January  10  th,  1828. 

In  a  case  of  offensive  rheum,  arising  from  excoriations 
of  the  scrotum  perineum,  inner  parts  of  the  thighs,  hams, 
arms,  &c.,  in  a  young  man  labouring  under  scarlatina,  when 
at  its  acme,  the  parts  were  bathed  with  a  lotion  of  your 
Chloride  of  Soda,  in  the  proportion  of  one  fluid  ounce  to  a 
wine  quart  of  water  ,*  and  in  twenty-four  hours  he  was 
comparatively  well.  The  first  effect  was,  the  removal  of 
the  effluvia  ;  and  in  forty-eight  hours,  the  excoriations  were 
healed  in  every  part. 

In  another  case  of  a  child,  the  excoriations,  arising  from 
the  irritation  of  purulent  discharge  from  the  prepuce,  were 
quickly  cured  by  a  lotion,  of  six  fluid  drachms  of  the  Chlo¬ 
ride  of  Soda  and  five  fluid  ounces  of  distilled  water. 

In  a  case  of  sphacelated  tongue,  the  Chloride  of  Soda 
was  most  advantageously  applied. 
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A  case  of  profuse  ptyalism,  with  a  most  dreadful  state 
of  ulceration  of  the  cheeks,  gums,  &c.,  was  speedily  relieved 
by  a  lotion,  of  one  fluid  ounce  of  the  Chloride  of  Soda  and 
seven  fluid  ounces  of  distilled  water. 

In  a  deplorable  state  of  the  throat,  after  scarlatina,  ac¬ 
companied  by  secondary  fever,  no  doubt  arising  from  the 
state  of  the  fauces,  with  loss  of  power  to  articulate ; — after 
a  few  applications  of  a  lotion,  of  one  fluid  ounce  of  the 
Chloride  of  Soda  and  seven  fluid  ounces  of  distilled  water, 
the  patient  could  make  himself  understood. 

In  an  instance  of  a  bite  from  a  bug  on  the  neck,  the  un¬ 
diluted  solution  proved  instantaneously  efficacious,  although 
the  neck  was  so  extensively  inflamed  as  to  produce  stiff¬ 
ness. 

In  a  case  of  a  bite  from  a  horse,  on  the  fleshy  part  of  the 
fore-arm,  there  were  extensive  compression  and  abrasion 
of  the  skin; — a  lotion,  of  one  fluid  ounce  of  the  Chloride 
of  Soda  and  three  fluid  ounces  of  distilled  water,  effected 
a  cure  in  the  course  of  thirty-six  hours :  the  patient,  more¬ 
over,  in  a  very  indifferent  state  of  health. 

The  undiluted  Chloride  of  Soda  was  applied  but  one 
night  to  the  chilblains  of  my  little  girl,  and  she  has  not 
felt  them  since  ;  but  they  were  not  very  extensive. — The 
slightly  stimulating  -  and  at  the  same  time  cooling  -  effect 
from  the  preparation,  would  naturally  suggest  itself  as 
highly  useful  in  such  cases. 

In  irritable  piles,  it  has  proved,  in  a  patient  of  mine,  of 
the  most  marked  advantage.  I  am  using  it  in  another 
case,  of  long  standing,  where  the  protruding  pile  is  divested 
of  its  cuticle. 

I  am  informed  by  a  friend,  that  be  has  used  the  Chloride 
of  Soda,  diluted,  in  a  case  where  the  membranes  (and  per¬ 
haps  coagulae)  were  retained  after  parturition,  causing  the 
most  offensive  smell :  the  effect  of  the  solution,  after  a  few 
injections,  astonished  him. 

The  use  of  the  Chloride  of  Soda  has  been  recommended 
by  a  German,  in  purulent  opthalmia. 

CASE  IX. 

From  R .  Strange ,  Esq.  Surgeon  to  the  IT.  C.  S.  Charles 
Grant,  dated,  May  3rd ,  1828. 

My  opinion  of  the  Chloride  of  Lime,  is  simply  this  :  as 
far  as  correcting  smells  goes,  I  consider  it  invaluable ;  and 
Mr.  Fincham  deserves  the  thanks  of  every  medical  man, 
for  having  pointed  out  a  form  in  which  Chlorine  may  be 
conveyed  to  such  a  distance,  and  procured  at  so  little 
expense. 
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Medical  men  are  still  totally  in  the  dark  as  to  the  pro¬ 
perties  of  infection  and  contagion;  and  I  dare  not  presume 
to  give  my  opinion  as  to  the  power  which  Chlorine  may 
possess  of  destroying  these;  but,  as  I  said  before,  its  power 
of  correcting  bad  smells,  and  of  sweetening  air  which  has 
been  contaminated  by  a  number  of  people  confined  together, 
renders  it  extremely  valuable  on  board  ship — There  are 
many  ways  in  which  the  Chloride  of  Lime  might  be  bene¬ 
ficially  employed  in  India,  independent  of  its  virtues  in 
correcting  vitiated  air. 

The  Chloride  of  Soda  has  very  deservedly  obtained  great 
praise  as  a  remedy  for  ulcerated  sore  mouth,  produced  by 
mercury.  The  rapidity  with  which  diseases  run  their 
course  in  hot  climates,  frequently  obliges  medical  men  to 
give  mercury  in  very  larger  quantities  ;  and  they  some¬ 
times  produce  a  degree  of  salivation,  and  a  state  of  ulcera¬ 
tion  of  the  mouth  and  tongue,  painful  beyond  conception  ; 
as  well  as  a  smell  so  disagreeable,  that  the  patient  is  really 
miserable.  I  have  found  a  wash  of  Chloride  of  Soda  bene¬ 
ficial  beyond  my  utmost  expectations,  both  in  curing  the 
sore  mouth,  and  in  correcting  the  bad  smell  of  the  patient’s 
breath. 

CASE  X. 

Dr.  Brown,  in  1823,  employed  Chlorine  in  solution,  in 
cases  of  the  scarlet-fever,  he  says  with  the  utmost  success. 
From  a  tea-spoonful  to  a  table-spoonful  is  given  every  two 
or  three  hours,  without  the  addition  of  any  other  sub¬ 
stance.  The  solution  should  be  fresh,  and  swallowed 
quickly  to  avoid  coughing  :  in  the  sore  throat  sometimes 
accompanying  the  fever,  it  is  more  easily  swallowed  than 
mucilaginous  drinks.  As  the  disease  declines,  the  quantity 
of  medicine  is  diminished :  the  whole  quantity  in  the  cases 
of  children  has  never  exceed  two  ounces;  and  in  adults, 
five  ounces. 

CASE  XI. 

The  following  Cases  are  extracted  from  Dr.  Robert  Reidfs 
valuable  Pamphlet ,  entitled ,  “  Clinical  Observations 
on  the  efficacy  of  the  Hydro-chloruret  of  Lime,  as  a 
Remedy  in  certain  stages  of  Fever  and  Dysentery. 
Dublin.  1827.” 

From  the  accounts  lately  published  respecting  the  in¬ 
fluence  which  the  Chloride  of  Lime  has  evinced  in  des¬ 
troying  animal  effluvia,  l  was  induced  to  try  the  efficacy 
of  this  substance  in  neutralizing  the  morbid  poison  generated 
in  the  prevailing  fever,  if  such  were  really  the  fact. 

I  determined  to  try  the  Chloride  of  Lime,  first  with 
patients  who  had  no  prospect  of  surviving  their  disease 
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under  the  ordinary  mode  of  treatment ;  and  in  the  manner 
least  liable  to  produce  injurious  effects,  should  it  possess 
any  deleterious  property. 

When  I  had  resolved  to  put  the  powers  of  this  remedy 
to  the  test  of  experience,  a  case  presented  itself  which  was 
quite  past  all  ordinary  mode  of  treatment,  but  the  circum¬ 
stances  of  which  demanded  the  interference  of  the  medical 
attendant : 

John  Coyne  was  admitted  into  the  hospital  in  the  last 
stage  of  dysentry,  which  came  on  after  a  tedious  fever. 
The  discharges  consisted  of  bloody  sanies,  intermixed  with 
a  dark  coloured  matter,  the  smell  of  which  was  quite  over¬ 
powering  and  offensive.  The  stools  were  passed  involunta¬ 
rily,  and  the  patient  was  reduced  to  an  idiotic  state.  I  con¬ 
sidered  that  erosion  of  the  intestines  had  taken  place,  so 
that  his  death  was  inevitable.  I  directed  ten  grains  of 
the  Chloride  of  Lime  to  be  added  to  the  common  enama  of 
the  pharmacopeia,  and  to  be  administered  to  the  patient 
night  and  morning.  The  stench,  which  was  so  intolerable, 
was  soon  corrected ;  the  evacuations  became  more  natural 
in  appearance  ;  and  pure  blood  was  sometimes  discharged. 
.His  tongue  became  clean  and  grew  moist,  but  exhausion 
continued  to  increase;  notwithstanding  which,  he  survived 
a  fortnight  after  his  admission. 

Being  satisfied  as  to  the  beneficial  effect  of  the  Chloride 
of  Lime  in  the  above  case,  I  directed  similar  injections  for 
Bose  Macnamara,  who  was  labouring  under  dysentery  after 
fever,  in  the  female  convalescent  ward.  On  the  11th  of 
November,  1826,  the  stench  from  the  incessant  discharges 
from  her  bowels  was  so  intolerable,  that  the  other  patients 
declared  they  could  not  continue  in  the  ward.  The  pain 
she  suffered  was  at  times  excruciating.  The  first  day  after 
the  injections  with  the  Chloride  were  employed,  the  patient 
experienced  considerable  relief  of  all  the  symptoms ;  in  a 
few  days  the  foetor  was  corrected;  the  progress  of  the 
cure  was  gradual  and  steady;  and  she  was  discharged 
well,  on  the  6th  of  December  :  she  has  continued  perfectly 
well  to  the  present  moment. 

James  Heron,  a  very  old  man,  and  apparently  of  a 
broken  down  constitution,  was  admitted  on  the  22nd  of 
March,  affected  with  dysentery.  He  had  frequent  evacu¬ 
ations,  occasionally  mixed  with  blood,  and  attended  with 
great  pain  in  the  abdomen.  Tongue  extremely  loaded  ; 
urgent  thirst ;  great  debility  ;  some  appetite.  He  became 
convalescent  after  a  tedious  and  severe  fever,  on  the  20th 
of  February.  The  dysenteric  symptoms  came  on  soon 
afterwards,  and  progressively  increased  up  to  the  present 
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time.  I  directed  a  mixture  with  acetate  of  ammonia  and 
camphorated  tincture  of  opium  ;  but  not  finding  any  relief 
from  this  treatment,  I  directed,  on  the  24th,  a  mixture, 
consisting  of  ten  grains  of  the  Chloride  of  Lime  with  two 
drachms  ot  tincture  of  Colombo,  in  four  ounces  of  water  and 
two  drachms  of  syrup  :  half  an  ounce  to  be  taken  every 
hour. — 25th:  His  tongue  began  to  get  moist,  though  still 
loaded  with  brown  fur.  Perstet. — 2(>th:  Tongue  cleansing  ; 
evacuations  changing  to  a  more  natural  appearance.  He 
has  not  occasion  to  go  to  the  chair  more  than  eight  or  ten 
times  in  the  twenty-four  hours;  longer  intervals  from  pain, 
but  at  times  he  thinks  it  more  severe  than  before.  Perstet- 
27th:  Feels  better  in  all  respects;  tongue  cleansing.  Let 
him  take  his  mixture  only  every  third  hour. — 28th  :  No 
pain  since  last  visit ;  was  up  but  four  times  ;  evacuations 
nearly  natural  ;  says  he  feels  himself  almost  well.  Let 
him  take  his  mixture  only  night  and  morning. — 29th :  Con¬ 
valescent. — 31st:  Discharged  cured ;  and  he  says,  he  has 
not  felt  himself  so  well  in  health  for  many  years. 

I  have  selected  these  cases  of  dysentery  from  a  number 
ot  others,  as  being  the  most  distinctly  marked  examples  ot 
the  disease.  Such  cases  would,  in  all  probability,  have 
proved  fatal  under  any  treatment  which  has  heretofore  been 
adopted,  in  a  disease  which  is,  in  such  advanced  stages, 
so  generally  intractable. 

I  shall  now  proceed  to  detail  a  few  examples  of  the  effi¬ 
cacy  of  the  Chloride  of  Lime,  in  some  stages  of  fever. 

Benjamin  Hepinstall  was  two  days  ill  of  fever.  On  his 
admission,  the  13th  of  March,  he  complained  of  pain  in  the 
abdomen,  which  was  extremely  tender  on  pressure,  and  he 
exhibited  an  expression  of  considerable  anxiety  :  these 
symptoms  being  relieved,  his  head  became  much  affected. 
On  the  18th  he  was  apparently  convalescent.  On  the  19th 
however,  the  ganglionic  disease  again  made  its  appearance. 
The  former  treatment  was  adopted,  and  leeches  were  ap¬ 
plied  to  the  abdomen,  without  apparently  having  any  efficacy 
towards  arresting  the  progress  of  the  disease.  On  the  22nd 
he  lay  on  his  back.  There  was  almost  total  prostration  of 
strength ;  pulse  scarcely  perceptible  ;  occasional  cough  ; 
the  entire  surface  of  the  body,  limbs,  and  tunica  albugenea 
of  the  eyes,  of  a  dirty  yellow  colour ;  a  dull  purple  cir¬ 
cumscribed  colour  in  the  cheeks  ;  tongue  dry  and  loaded. 
Considering  this  patient  in  a  proper  stage  of  the  disease  to 
derive  benefit  from  the  Chloride  of  Lime,  a  mixture  with 
this  medicine  was  directed  to  betaken  three  times  a  day. — ■ 
23rd  :  After  taking  the  medicine  three  times  yesterday,  he 
had  a  quiet  night ;  slept  well.  Tongue  now  cleansing  and 
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moist ;  yellowness  of  the  skin  not  apparently  changed,  but 
the  purple  flush  has  disappeared  from  his  cheeks ;  pulse 
full  and  calm.  He  continued  to  mend  steadily  under  this 
treatment  until  the  26th,  when  all  symptoms  of  ganglionic 
disease  being  now  gone,  his  pulse  was  become  spinal,  and 
he  complained  of  great  pain  in  his  back.  Finding  that  the 
mixture  with  Chloride  of  Lime  had  apparently  no  effect 
upon  these  symptoms,  I  reverted  to  the  usual  treatment  in 
such  cases  ;  and  on  the  31st  of  March,  he  was  discharged 
cured. 

Ann  Lenon  was  admitted  into  the  fever-ward  No.  5,  on 
the  7th  of  February,  1827.  She  complained  of  great  head¬ 
ache,  pain  in  her  bowels,  and  other  febrile  symptoms,  in 
such  severity,  as  to  require  to  be  bled  largely  on  two  suc¬ 
cessive  days.  It  would  be  unnecessary  to  detail  the  treat¬ 
ment  up  to  the  17th  of  March  :  it  was  varied,  accordingly 
as  the  circumstances  of  the  case  appeared  to  require.  No 
plan  of  treatment,  however,  which  I  put  in  force,  appeared 
to  have  any  influence  in  arresting  the  progress  of  the  dis¬ 
ease.  On  the  24tli  of  March,  the  state  of  her  case  was  as 
follows  :  she  had  rigour  every  day  since  the  17th  ;  voice 
and  appetite  almost  gone ;  mucous  rattle  in  breathing ; 
could  take  no  food,  but  had  constant  thirst,  which  she 
attempted  to  relieve  by  supping  cold  water;  expectoration 
thick,  and  got  up  with  difficulty ;  cheeks  bloated  with 
purble  hue  ;  tongue  furred.— On  the  25th,  I  directed  the 
mixture  with  Chloride  of  Lime,  every  second  hour. — 29th  : 
She  appeared  to  get  better  on  the  26th,  and  continued 
steadily  to  improve;  her  appetite  was  returning;  her 
tongue  was  clean  and  moist ;  and  since  the  25th,  she  had 
not  a  rigour.  Having  persevered  in  the  same  treatment  a 
few  days  longer,  and  all  the  bad  symptoms  having  ap¬ 
parently  subsided,  I  thought  it  advisable  to  diminish  the 
quantity  of  the  mixture  to  one  dose  daily.  She  soon,  how¬ 
ever,  changed  for  the  worse;  the  bad  symptoms  threatened 
to  return  ;  and  I  found  it  necessary  again  to  direct  the 
medicine  three  times  a- day.  This  I  continued  till  I  sup¬ 
posed  all  danger  of  relapse  was  over ;  and  on  the  3rd  of 
April,  her  convalescence  was  complete. 

I  have  selected  the  foregoing  cases  from  a  great  number, 
as  being  those  in  which  the  evidences  of  the  efficacy  of  the 
Chloride  of  Lime  were  most  unequivocal.  From  attentive 
observation,  relative  to  the  mode  of  action  of  this  remedy, 
I  am  induced  to  consider  it  astringent  in  its  primary  local 
action,  without  apparently  exciting  inflammation.  In  cer¬ 
tain  stages  of  dysentery,  therefore,  it  will  be  found  of  the 
highest  importance.  The  cases  of  Rose  Macnamara  and 
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H  eron,  evince  its  powerful  efficacy  in  that  stage  of  the 
disease  which  has  been  heretofore  so  tedious  and  intract¬ 
able.  As  to  its  secondary  influence,  it  seems  to  produce 
very  general  effects  upon  the  functions  of  the  ganglionic 
system,  principally  evident  in  correcting  the  formation  of 
morbid  matter.  In  some  cases,  it  appears  to  act  as  a 
diuretic  :  the  urine,  however,  when  increased  in  quantity 
under  its  influence,  appears  to  he  of  that  kind  which  was 
formerly  supposed  to  indicate  a  determination  of  disease  ; 
thus  agreeing  in  its  effect  with  the  observation  of  Hippo¬ 
crates,  “  coda  non  ernda  sunt  evacuanda.”  More  frequently, 
perspiration  seems  to  be  its  most  evident  effect :  in  such 
case,  also,  the  same  observation  is  fully  applicable  ;  as  the 
perspiration  is  seldom  profuse,  but  always  of  that  healthy 
feel  which  has  been  usually  considered  by  the  physician 
as  the  most  satisfactory  solution  of  a  severe  disease. 

From  the  observations  I  have  made  of  the  eflicacy  of 
this  medicine,  in  cases  which  exhibited  all  the  symptoms  of 
that  severe  disease  which  medical  writers  have  denominated 
yellow  fever,  I  can,  with  some  confidence,  recommend  it 
as  a  valuable  remedy.  Indeed,  the  cases  to  which  I  at 
present  allude,  having  had  all  the  symptoms  of  that  formid¬ 
able  disease  which  the  difference  of  climate  in  these  coun¬ 
tries  could  admit,  I  am  induced  to  expect,  that,  when 
properly  employed,  the  Chloride  of  Lime  will  be  found  as 
valuable  a  remedy  in  the  treatment  of  yellow  fever,  as 
mercury  has  proved  in  syphilitic  disorders. 

When  a  remedy  has  been  found  very  efficacious  in  some 
states  of  disease,  the  practitioner,  by  not  carefully  observ¬ 
ing  its  operation  in  the  animal  economy,  is  induced  to 
appropriate  the  medicine  rather  to  the  name  of  the  disease 
as  known  to  nosologists,  than  to  the  morbid  actions  which 
the  remedy  is  peculiarly  adapted  to  correct. 

The  practitioner,  therefore,  should  be  careful  not  to  ex¬ 
pect  too  much  from  any  single  remedy ;  for  the  records  of 
medicine  show,  how  many  substances  have  been  at  times 
lost  to  the  physician,  and  at  other  periods  proving  of  the 
highest  value  in  the  science  of  medicine. 

CASE  XII. 

To  the  kindness  of  George  Clay ,  Esq,  managing  Owner  of 
H.  C.  S.  Windsor,  /  am  indebted  for  the  first  intro¬ 
duction  of  the  use  of  the  Chloride  of  Lime  on  board  a 
British  vessel ,  and  for  the  following  Report  of  Mr. 
Docker ,  the  Surgeon,  which  has  led  to  its  general  adop¬ 
tion  in  all  the  Honorable  East  India  Company's  Ships « 


H.  C.  S.  Windsor,  May  2 5th,  1828. 

Sir, 

In  obedience  to  your  request,  I  have  paid  particular 
attention  to  the  effect  produced  by  the  application  of  the 
Chloride  of  Lime,  when  employed  for  the  purpose  of  de¬ 
stroying  unwholesome  effluvia  between  decks  ;  and  l  am 
happy  to  add,  that  in  my  opinion  it  has  been  attended  with 
the  most  beneficial  results.  We  commenced  the  use  of  it 
as  we  approached  the  warm  latitudes,  sprinkling  the  orlop 
deck  with  the  solution,  prepared  according  to  the  printed 
instructions,  twice  a-week,  increasing  in  frequency  when 
the  heat  was  peculiarly  oppressive  ;  and  it  completely  suc¬ 
ceeded  in  removing  the  disagreeable  close  smell,  which 
always  prevails  when  a  number  of  persons  are  confined  in 
a  limited  circulation  of  air.  And  I  think  1  am  warranted 
in  attributing  the  extraordinary  state  of  health  which  the 
troops  enjoyed,  to  the  use  of  this  admirable  discovery  ; — - 
especially,  as,  by  communicating  with  the  surgeons  of  several 
of  the  Indiamen,  having  charge  of  even  a  less  number  of 
troops,  but  with  only  the  ordinary  means  of  fumigation,  I 
have  learnt,  that  sickness  (especially  bowel  complaints,  to 
which  their  confined  situation  more  peculiarly  exposes 
them)  was  very  prevalent  this  season.  On  the  other  hand, 
the  deaths  on  board  the  Windsor ,  during  the  outward-bound 
passage,  were  merely  two  children,  and  those  during  the 
rough  weather  in  the  Bay  -a  circumstance,  I  believe, 
almost  unexampled;  and  which,  I  think,  must  have  been 
owing,  in  some  degree,  to  the  effects  of  the  Chloride  of 
Lime. 

I  come  now  to  its  use  in  preventing  the  ill  effects  of  the 
miasmata,  arising  from  the  decomposition  of  vegetable 
matter  on  shore  ;  to  which  cause,  1  believe  it  is  pretty 
generally  agreed,  the  fatal  bowel  complaint  of  hot  climates 
is  chiefly  owing.  And  here,  I  think,  we  had  a  fair  oppor¬ 
tunity  of  estimating  its  advantages  :  during  our  stay  at 
Saugor,  the  gun-deck  was  regularly  sprinkled,  morning  and 
evening,  with  the  solution,  and  the  residue  allowed  to  re¬ 
main  ;  and  this  must  have  contributed  to  the  singular  good 
health  our  people  enjoyed,  when  compared  to  the  other 
ships  ;  as,  during  the  time  the  cholera  was  raging,  (about 
ten  days,  and  evidently  arising  from  atmospheric  influence, 
the  wind  being  off  shore  the  whole  time,)  our  deaths  were 
confined  to  two,  and  we  left  Saugor  with  a  single  man  on 
the  list;  whilst  in  one  alone  of  the  other  ships,  the  death 
during  the  same  period  amounted  to  eleven;  and  I  know 
that  the  sick-list  of  another  which  sailed  in  company  with 
ns  included  thirty,  and  mostly  with  dysentery.  In  our 
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passage  through  the  Straits,  we  used  it  occasionally  ;  and 
in  China,  returned  to  its  daily  use,  as  in  Bengal  :  and, 
whether  owing  to  its  use  or  to  some  other  cause,  we  re¬ 
mained,  during  our  stay,  entirely  free  from  intermittent 
fevers  and  dysentery , which  are  the  prevailing  diseases  there, 
and  which  arise  exclusively — at  least  the  first — from  marsh 
miasma.  At  the  same  time,  other  vessels  in  the  Reach 
were  suffering 
complaints. 

With  regard  to  its  operation  in  purifying  water,  I  regret 
that  1  have  not  had  the  means  of  ascertaining  its  properties, 
as  our  water  has  been  particularly  good  throughout  the 
voyage.  I  made  the  experiment  on  the  water  of  one  butt 
outward  bound,  with  the  smallest  quantity  Mr.  Fincham 
mentions;  and,  though  it  certainly  removed  the  smell,  I 
thought  it  imparted  an  unpleasant  taste  :  but  as  this  was 
the  only  trial  I  had  an  opportunity  of  making,  I  am  unable 
to  state  what  would  be  the  effect  of  a  smaller  quantity. 

I  believe  these  are  all  the  facts  I  have  been  able  to 
collect  relative  to  its  general  use,  but  I  have  found  it  of 
incalculable  service  in  its  minor  properties.  I  have  found 
it  of  infinite  use  in  removing  the  close  smell  of  a  sick  berth  ; 
and  I  have  also  employed  the  solution  as  a  gargle,  in  cases 
of  excessive  salivation,  with  the  happiest  result;  but  the 
case  in  which  I  found  it  of  the  greatest  value,  was  one  of 
a  sloughing  wound,  where,  after  all  the  ordinary  remedies 
had  failed,  it  speedily  put  a  stop  to  the  sloughing  process, 
and  induced  the  sore  to  put  on  a  healthy  appearance. 

Viewing  it  under  all  these  circumstances,  I  cannot  but 
think  that  you  have  rendered  an  especial  service  to  the 
Windsor ,  and  to  vessels  in  general,  by  introducing  into 
notice  so  valuable  a  means  of  destroying  offensive  eflluvia; 
as  I  am  convinced,  it  adds  materially  to  the  comfort  of  the 
ship,  and  the  safety  of  the  people.  At  the  same  time,  its 
means  of  application  are  so  simple,  and  so  far  from  the  incon¬ 
venience  attending  the  ordinary  means  of  fumigation  on 
board  ship,  that  I  think,  when  known,  it  cannot  fail  to 
come  into  general  use:  more  especially,  when  to  this  is 
added  the  economy  attending  it  ;  as  I  have  always  found  a 
pound  of  the  powder  sufficient  to  destroy  all  eflluvia  in  both 
decks, — and  even  at  times  the  gas  was  in  excess  from  this 
quantity. 

I  am,  Sir, 

Your  most  obedient  Servant, 

Joseph  Docker,  Surgeon . 

N.  B.  The  Windsor  had  above  500  souls  on  board. 
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CASE  XIII. 

Extract  from  a  letter  received  from  /.  C.  Friend ,  Esq. 
F.  R.  S.  Commander  of  the  Ada  West-Indiaman,  dated , 
London ,  April  29 1828. 

In  reply  to  your  inquiries  requesting  my  opinion  of  the 
Chloride  of  Lime,  I  have  the  pleasure  to  state  to  you,  that 
I  have  found  it  answer  the  purposes  as  generally  set  lorth 
in  your  circular.  I  have  particularly  experienced  its  ad¬ 
vantages  in  our  state-rooms,  by  its  sensible  effect  on  the 
effluvia  arising  from  the  sugar  and  bilge  water ;  and  more 
so,  from  its  rendering  sweet  and  eatable,  fresh  meat  in  an 
advanced  state  of  decomposition,  by  washing  it  with  a  weak 
solution  of  the  composition. 

It  is  decidedly  a  powerful  disinfecting  agent;  and  I  can¬ 
not  but  recommend  it  to  every  ship,  as  a  means — not  only 
of  adding  to  the  comfort,  but  of  preserving  the  health  of 
the  crew. 

CASE  XIV. 

Extract  of  a  letter  received  from  Captain  Richard  Ainleyt 
dated ,  Havanna ,  August  21th,  1827. 

The  brig  has  been  very  tight, — so  much  so,  that  I  had 
frequently  to  make  use  of  the  disinfecting  powder,  to  take 
away  the  smell ;  which  was  so  extremely  bad,  that  the  paint 
in  the  cabin  became  quite  black  ;  and  I  had  the  pleasure 
to  find  it  answer  the  purpose  perfectly,  in  the  course  of  half 
an  hour. 

The  disinfecting  powder  is,  I  am  of  opinion,  a  most  ex¬ 
cellent  thing  on  board  any  ship.  I  have  made  use  of  it  in 
all  parts  of  the  ship,  since  I  came  into  warm  weather,  with 
the  most  satisfactory  results. 

CASE  XV. 

I  have  been  informed  by  a  friend  who  lost  several  horses 
from  the  glanders,  the  remainder  being  evidently  affected, 
that  the  disease  was  stopped  by  using  Chloride  of  Lime 
plentifully  in  his  stables,  and  washing  the  nostrils  of  the 
horses  with  it.  Mr.  Lacy,  an  extensive  and  highly  respect¬ 
able  coach  proprietor  of  this  town,  has  been  using  the 
Chloride  of  Lime  in  all  his  establishments,  with  marked 
advantage  to  the  health  of  his  horses :  he  informs  me,  that 
a  few  years  since,  he  lost  above  one  hundred  horses  from 
the  glanders;  and  the  disorder  was  only  prevented  spreading 
still  further  by  fumigating  his  stables  with  the  Chlorine  gas; 
but  he  was,  of  course,  obliged  to  remove  all  his  horses,  at 
a  considerable  expense.  Sprinkling  the  stables,  and  wash¬ 
ing  the  racks  and  mangers,  with  the  Chloride  of  Lime,  is 
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equally  efficacious  when  the  disorder  rages,  without  re¬ 
moving  any  of  the  horses;  and  by  its  occasional  use  at 
night,  to  purify  the  air  of  close  and  confined  stables,  and 
mixing  some  with  the  white-wash  for  the  walls,  this  and 
other  infectious  diseases  may  be  prevented.  It  has  also 
been  beneficially  applied  to  the  grease  in  horses,  the  foul 
in  bullocks,  foot-rot  in  sheep,  and  mange  in  dogs. 

CASE  XVI. 

In  an  extensive  concern  for  the  preparation  of  oil-colours, 
in  Liverpool,  the  proprietor  has  derived  great  benefit  to  the 
health  ot  himself  and  work-people,  from  the  sprinkling  of 
the  Chloride  of  Lime,  and  allowing  some  to  remain  in  open 
vessels  where  the  men  are  at  work:  a  similar  use  would,  I 
have  no  doubt,  be  attended  by  equally  good  effects  in  lead- 
mines  and  smelting-houses,  where  the  arsenuretted  hydro¬ 
gen  is  so  destructive  to  life. 

CASE  XVII. 

13,  Church  Row ,  Newington ,  Nov .  20 th,  1823. 
From  W.  T.  Iliff,  Esq . 

Although  I  believe  you  are  not  wanting  in  testimony 
respecting  the  good  effects  of  the  Chloride  of  Lime  as  an 
external  application  to  unhealthy  sores  and  diseases  of  the 
skin  ;  you  may,  nevertheless,  feel  some  satisfaction  in  hear¬ 
ing  the  result  of  its  use  in  the  two  following  cases — the  one 
a  severe  burn,  the  other  a  peculiar  eruption  of  the  skin,  In 
the  former  case  the  extreme  foeter  from  an  extensive  wound 
on  the  chest,  caused  me  to  use  the  Chloride,  with  a  view  of 
correcting  the  disagreeable  smell  arising  from  it.  A  linen 
cloth,  wetted  with  about  one  part  to  five  of  water,  was  ap¬ 
plied  over  the  surface  of  the  wound,  and  not  only  did  it  cor¬ 
rect  the  offensive  effluvia,  but  evidently  promoted  healthy 
granulations,  and  thereby  materially  forwarded  the  cure. 
The  other  case  was  that  of  a  lady,  in  Lambeth,  who  had 
been  the  subject  of  urticaria,  more  or  less,  for  about  ten 
years  past.  A  few  weeks  back  she  was  attacked  with  slight 
rigors,  followed  by  an  eruption,  principally  on  the  arms  and 
legs,  of  the  form  Psoriasis  Gyrata,  but  varying  in  some  re¬ 
spects  from  it.  It  was  attended  with  an  incessant  smarting 
and  scalding  sensation.  Several  local  applications  had 
been  resorted  to  without  mitigating  her  uneasiness,  until  I 
suggested  she  should  try  what  a  lotion  composed  of  one  part 
of  Chloride  of  Lime  to  three  or  four  of  water  would  do. 
Having  some  of  it  in  the  house  (for  other  purposes)  it  was 
resorted  to,  and  afforded  immediate  relief;  the  sensation 
subsequently  experienced  was  scarcely  worth  noticing,  the 
eruption  appeared  to  improve  under  its  application  (twice 
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a  day)  and  much  progress  was  evident  previous  to  any  in¬ 
ternal  remedy  being  given. 

CASE  XVI II. 

Rockford ,  2 6th  Nov.  1828* 

I  beg  to  thank  you  for  the  pamphlet  you  have  kindly  sent 
me,  and  am  happy  in  being  able  to  bear  testimony  to  the 
efficacy  of  your  Chloride  of  Lime,  in  the  prevention  of  those 
disagreeable  smells  that  so  often  pervade  the  apartments  of 
the  sick. 

I  do  not  mean  to  discuss  the  controverted  subject  of  con¬ 
tagion  ;  but,  it  is  an  admitted  fact  that  the  remittent  or 
typhoid  fever  so  prevalent,  during  the  autumnal  season,  in 
this  neighbourhood,  commonly  “  goes  through  the  house” 
into  which  it  enters.  Where,  however,  in  the  course  of  my 
attendance  on  such  a  case,  I  have  directed  your  preparation 
to  be  used  in  the  manner  you  recommend,  the  fever  has  not 
affected  another  individual  of  the  same  family. 

J.  Grabham,  Surgeon . 

CASE  XIX. 

Elizabeth  Fenly,  a  widow,  of  the  parish  of  Tottenhilb 
and  her  six  children  all  caught  the  rank  itch,  ( scabies  papuli- 
formisj  and,  to  my  great  satisfaction,  I  found  the  disease 
instantly  give  way  to  Chloride  of  Lime.  After  the  first 
application,  the  intolerable  characteristic  itching  went  off, 
and  all  the  patients  enjoyed,  what  they  had  not  done  before 
for  some  weeks,  a  good  night’s  rest.  It  should  be  observed 
that  no  other  medicine,  either  during  or  after  the  application 
of  the  Chloride  of  Lime,  was  exhibited,  so  that  the  disease 
was  cured  solely  by  the  agency  of  that  powerful  liquid. 
The  following  is  the  mode  I  adopted :  it  being  warm  weather, 
I  made  a  bath  of  one  part  Chloride,  and  six  parts  water; 
in  this  I  had  the  patients  immersed  for  about  ten  minutes 
every  day,  and  after  the  second  application  of  the  bath,  the 
patients  felt  no  more  of  the  disease.  However,  fts  a  further 
security,  I  directed  them  to  go  into  the  bath  four  times  more, 
which  they  did ;  whether  they  would  have  been  cured  by 
the  first  two  bathings,  or  not,  I  am  not  prepared  to  say. 
The  bath  was  easily  constructed  ;  a  common  washing*  tub 
w  as  sufficient  ;  I  had  the  bath  slightly  warmed  by  heating  a 
portion  of  it  every  day,  and  adding  it  to  the  whole.  A 
better  way  would  be  add  to  clean  hot  water,  with  a  little 
fresh  Chloride,  throwing  about  the  same  quantity  oi  the 
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old  out  every  day.  I  am  of  opinion,  that  sponging  the 
body  diligently  with  the  tepid  Chloride  of  Lime  and  water 
in  the  above  proportions  would  answer  the  purpose. 

The  effect  was  so  decided  in  the  above  inveterate  cases 
of  scabies,  that  I  am  induced  to  indulge  the  hope  that  the 
Chloride  of  Lime  bath  will  be  found  hereafter  a  most  useful , 
cleanly ,  and  cheap  application  in  all  scabid,  porriginous,  and 
impetiginous  eruptions.  While  speaking  of  the  valuable 
properties  of  Chloride  of  Lime,  1  cannot  avoid  bearing  tes¬ 
timony  to  its  very  great  utility,  as  a  lotion  in  mercurial  sore 
mouth,  in  the  proportion  of  sixty,  seventy,  or  eighty  parts 
water  to  one  of  Chloride  :  1  have  found  it  singularly  bene¬ 
ficial  in  ulcerated  sore  throat,  particularly  where  there  has 
been  much  foetor,  and  a  typhoid  tendency. 

All  manufacturers  of  the  Chloride  of  Lime  do  not  make 
it  of  the  same  strength ;  but  as  Mr.  Frederic  Fincham  is 
careful  to  make  his  of  one  specific  und  uniform  strength,  if 
his  Chloride  is  used,  the  proportions  here  given  may  in¬ 
variably  be  depended  upon. 

W.  Johnson. 

Lynn ,  Norfolk ,  Oct.  6,  1828. 

CASE  XX. 

Ulcerated  Cancer  cured  in  a  lady  aged  eighty-one ,  by  George 
Fielding ,  Esq.  of  Hull.  For  the  full  particulars  of  this 
case ,  accompanied  by  the  following  letter ,  see  London 
Medical  Gazette  of  bth  Sept.  1829, 

Sir, 

I  am  not  aware  that  there  is  at  present  on  record  a  case 
of  ulcerated  cancer  which  has  been  cured,  either  sponta¬ 
neously  or  otherwise  :  and  though  the  following  may  prove 
only  an  exception  to  the  general  experience,  yet,  I  presume, 
it  is  not  unworthy  of  the  attention  of  surgeons,  even  as  a 
solitary  instance  of  success  in  a  complaint  hitherto  deemed 
incurable.  Future  trials  alone  can  determine  the  value  of 
the  treatment  employed.  I  was  led  to  the  use  of  the 
Chloride  of  Lime,  in  this  instance,  from  having  lately  seen 
effects  from  it  in  several  cases  of  very  deep  and  extensive 
old  ulcers  of  the  legs,  under  my  care  in  the  Infirmary  here, 
which  have  agreeably  surprised  me  ;  two  or  three  of  these, 
which  came  in  for  amputation,  having  been  rapidly  and 
completely  cured.  And  I  was  induced  to  employ  it  also 
with  a  view  to  destroy  the  peculiarly  horrible  foetor  with 
which  open  cancer  is  always  accompanied. 

George  Fielding. 


Hull,  August  23,  1829. 
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CASE  XXL 

ON  THE  USE  OF  CHLORINE  IN  SCARLATINA, 

To  the  Editor  of  the  London  Medical  Gazette . 

As  you  thought  our  communication  respecting  the  em¬ 
ployment  of  the  belladonna  as  a  preventive  of  scarlatina 
worthy  of  insertion  in  your  valuable  Gazette,  we  will  now 
trouble  you  with  some  observations  on  the  use  of  Chlorine  as 
a  most  important  medicine  in  curing  the  disease.  We  are 
more  particularly  induced  to  make  this  communication  by 
the  request  of  a  correspondent  in  your  last  number,  “  who 
wishes  to  know  the  result  of  your  own  experience,  and  that 
of  others,  of  the  powers  of  ammonia  in  the  treatment  of 
scarlatina.’*  At  the  time  the  disease  was  raging  severely 
in  this  neighbourhood,  a  medical  friend  requested  us  to  give 
a  fair  trial  to  the  Chlorine.  At  the  moment  we  were  at¬ 
tending  a  boarder  at  school  (mentioned  in  the  former  letter) 
a  son  of  Mr.  Hammond  the  druggist,  at  Hartford  He  was 
most  dangerously  ill.  The  skin  was  covered  with  an  erup¬ 
tion  of  a  dusky  hue;  the  nostrils  excoriated  by  the  acrimony 
of  the  discharge ;  the  greatest  difficulty  in  swallowing  any 
thing;  low  delirium,  with  a  very  rapid  pulse;  in  short,  every 
symptom  of  approaching  dissolution. 

In  this  state  be  began  to  take  the  Chlorine  in  the  evening, 
one  drachm  in  half  a  pint  of  distilled  water.  The  nurse 
was  directed  to  give  him  as  much  as  she  could  prevail  on 
him  to  swallow.  On  visiting  him  the  following  morning, 
there  was  an  evident  amendment,  and  in  twenty-four  hours 
he  appeared  out  of  danger.  Encouraged  by  this  favourable 
case,  and  having  many  more  opportunities  of  employing  the 
Chlorine,  we  gave  it  to  patients  of  all  ages;  and  we  can  most 
solemnly  declare,  that  it  proved  successful  in  almost  every 
case  in  which  we  were  called  in  time,  and  in  which  the 
medicine  was  faithfully  administered. 

It  possesses  one  very  great  advantage  over  most  other 
medicines,  which  is,  that  children  generally  take  it  without 
difficulty. 

Taynton  &  Williams. 

Bromley,  Kent,  25th  Aug,  1829, 

CASE  XXII 

Diabetes  successfully  treated  by  the  Chloro  Sodaic  Solution 
by  Dr.  Hobson ,  of  Leeds ,  inserted  in  the  London  Medical 
Gazette  of  14th  March ,  1829. 

I  am  authorized  by  Dr  Hobson  to  state,  that  it  was  my 
solution  of  the  Chloride  of  Soda,  and  not  Labarraque’s, 
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which  was  given  in  the  proportion  of  an  ounce  to  one  ounce 
and  a  half  in  twenty-four  hours,  sipping  a  portion  of  it 
every  hour,  by  which  he  believes  the  disease  was  subdued, 
in  conjunction  with  the  other  medical  treatment. 

CASE  XXIII. 

The  use  of  the  Chloride,  in  treating  wounds  from  rabid 
animals,  is  now  becoming  general  in  France  and  Germany, 
and  many  satisfactory  cases  are  received.  Mr.  Schoenberg, 
a  German  Surgeon,  states,  that  of  three  persons  who  were 
bitten  by  a  dog,  two  used  the  Chloride  of  Lime  and  re¬ 
covered  from  their  wounds,  whilst  the  third,  who  refused 
to  submit  to  the  treatment,  died  raving  mad.  This  gentle¬ 
man  applies  to  the  wounds,  twice  a  day,  a  piece  of  lint 
dipped  into  the  solution  of  the  Chloride,  and  orders  his 
patients  to  take,  three  times  a  day,  from  2  drachms  to  one 
ounce  of  the  Chloride  in  water. 

CASE  XXIV. 

Some  very  important  experiments  have  recently  been 
made  in  Paris,  with  the  Chlorides  of  Lime  and  Soda,  in 
cases  of  poisoned  wounds  and  the  inoculation  of  animal 
virus.  The  disinfecting  qualities  of  the  Chlorides  were 
already  well  known;  and  it  was  supposed  from  analogy 
that  they  might  be  used  with  effect  in  neutralising  the  com¬ 
ponent  parts  of  animal  poisons.  Dr.  Coster,  a  Paris  physi¬ 
cian,  has  recently  performed  some  extraordinary  cures  in 
cases  of  syphilitic  and  other  ulcers,  with  a  solution  of  the 
Chloride  of  Soda;  and  upon  animals  of  different  kinds 
which  had  been  inoculated  with  the  virus  of  diseases  common 
to  their  species,  his  experiments  were  equally  successful.  In 
several  cases  of  bites  from  vipers,  he  found  Chloric  lotions 
and  injections  perfectly  efficacious ;  and  he  relates  a  suc¬ 
cessful  experiment  made  upon  a  dog  which  had  been  bitten 
by  another  suffering  under  positively  defined  hydrophobia. 
Two  dogs  were  bitten  in  various  parts  by  the  rabid  animal ; 
one  of  them  was  tied  up,  and  remained  without  any  means 
being  adopted  to  prevent  the  absorption  of  the  virus  beyond 
the  application  of  ligatures  above  the  surface  of  the  wounds, 
and  the  injection  of  pure  water  in  the  places  bitten.  The 
other  had  also  ligatures  applied,  and  the  wounds  were 
washed  with  a  strong  solution  of  the  Chloride  of  Soda. 
Thirty-seven  days  after  the  animals  had  been  bitten,  that 
to  which  the  Chloride  had  not  been  applied  became 
furiously  mad,  and  died  in  great  agony.  The  other,  whose 
wounds  had  cicatrised  rapidly,  was  in  perfect  health,  and 
has  remained  so  from  that  time.  Dr.  Coster  states  that 
this  was  the  only  experiment  which  he  has  been  able  to 
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able  to  make  on  the  virus  of  rabid  animals ;  but  the  success 
which  attended  it  was  sufficient  to  hold,  out  a  hope,  that  the 
use  of  the  Chlorides  may  be  found  equally  valuable  in 
other  cases. — Literary  Gazette, 

CASE  XXV. 

CHLORINE  an  ANTIDOTE  for  HYDROCYANIC  ACID* 

M.  Simeon’s  report  on  this  subject  has  been  confirmed 
by  the  experiments  of  M.  M.  Person  and  Nonah.  Hydro¬ 
cyanic  acid  was  applied  to  the  eye-ball  of  a  deg  in  three 
cases,  and  the  effect  of  Chlorine  tried  at  different  periods 
of  the  symptoms  in  each  case.  To  one  dog  the  antidote 
was  applied  before  the  poison  had  produced  any  symptoms 
but  general  distress  ;  the  relief  was  immediate,  working  by 
regular  respiration,  vomiting,  and  alvine  evacuation.  In 
the  second  case  tetanus  had  commenced,  the  anxiety  and 
convulsive  motion  were  more  prolonged,  and  a  longer  time 
was  necessary,  but  the  cure  was  effective  Next  day  both 
the  dogs  were  submitted  to  the  poison  without  the  antidote  ; 
they  died  in  a  few  minutes.  In  the  third  case,  the  Chlorine 
was  not  applied  until  respiration  had  been  suspended  during 
twenty -five  seconds;  this  dog  was  perfectly  restored.  Similar 
experiments  were  made  by  applying  the  poison  and  its 
antidote  to  the  crural  vein,  with  the  same  effects.  The 
Chlorine  entered  into  the  circulation.  Its  effects  were 
instantaneous,  and  it  neutralized  the  acid  afterwards  applied 
as  well  as  that  before  administered.  Chlorine  introduced 
into  the  system,  destroys  the  virus  of  organic  poisons,  and 
probably  of  hydrophobia. — Annates  de  Chemie ,  Mar,  1830. 

CASE  XXVI. 

London,  July  5th,  1831. 

To  Mr.  F.  Fincham, 

I  cannot  say  too  much  in  favor  of  your  Chloride  of  Lime, 
and,  in  future,  I  should  never  think  of  making  a  voyage, 
without  having  on  board  a  liberal  supply  :  I  consider  it  a 
discovery  equally  beneficial  to  man  and  beast. 

In  1829  I  took  a  cargo  of  mules  from  Buenos  Ayres  to 
the  Isle  of  France,  and  my  having  landed  an  unusual 
number  in  good  health  I  attribute,  in  a  great  measure,  to 
my  having  made  constant  use  of  the  Chloride. 

I  remain, 

Your’s,  very  obediently, 

C.  A.  HARRIS. 


